
  

 

Greeting,   
  
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we are extremely pleased to announce that Karen Drezner 
will be the Manhattan Charter Schools’ next Executive Director. Ms. Drezner is a committed and 
principled leader whose values resonate deeply with Manhattan Charter Schools’ vision of 
teaching curiosity and critical thinking skills that will empower students to be lifelong 
innovators and problem solvers. She is dedicated to our vision to offer a high quality, public 
elementary education that will close the opportunity and achievement gaps for our students by 
empowering, inspiring, and equipping them to fulfill their individual potential.  
  
Ms. Drezner has an outstanding educational and business leadership background. As a lifelong 
educator, Ms. Drezner has coached leaders and teachers, designed, and launched new schools 
and performed comprehensive evaluations of schools and programs. She previously served as 
the Executive Director of the Lynch Leadership Academy at the Carroll School of 
Management/Lynch School of Education at Boston College and the Director of Leadership 
Development at Achievement First. She was the Founder and Executive Director of the Bronx 
Charter School for Children and taught second grade in Brooklyn and Boston. Most recently Ms. 
Drezner served as the Chief Strategy Officer at Amber Charter Schools in New York City. In this 
role she led the talent team to hire new staff members, and launched leadership development 
and diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts, as the network doubled in size. In addition, she 
worked through the complex challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. Ms. Drezner was successful 
in accelerating the learning and development of school leaders and teachers, facilitating 
student learning.  
  
As Executive Director of the Manhattan Charter Schools Ms. Drezner will be responsible for 
overall strategic leadership, team management and culture, external partnerships, and the 
operational and financial health of the schools. Building on our proud 17-year history, she will 
successfully lead the Manhattan Charter Schools’ community into the future.      
  
The Board of Trustees would like to extend its deep appreciation to Ms. Genie DePolo who has 
served Manhattan Charter Schools as Principal and Executive Director over the last 15 -years. 
We are very grateful to her for all she has done for the community, schools, administrators, 
teachers, students, and parents. We are especially grateful for her inspiring leadership, 
empathy, and knowledge throughout these very challenging pandemic years.   
  
Ms. Karen Drezner will officially begin as Executive Director on July 1st. Beginning July 1, 
2022, she can be reached at the following email 
address: kdrezner@manhattancharterschool.org. 
  
We look forward to you joining us in welcoming Ms. Drezner to our schools’ community.    
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